Catheterization of synthetic vascular grafts.
One hundred nine percutaneous catheterizations of synthetic vascular grafts in 89 patients who had angiographic procedures were reviewed to determine the risk of major complications. Ninety-six of the catheterizations were inserted into the inguinal portion of aortofemoral grafts. There were no instances of hematoma, graft infection, aneurysm formation, suture line disruption, or embolic events distal to the puncture site. One local thrombus developed within a vascular graft that was corrected by a simple thrombectomy performed with a surgical catheter. One puncture site required 2 hours of compression to maintain hemostasis. Because of the extremely low risk of complications from catheterization of synthetic vascular grafts, it is the preferred route for angiographic procedures when the native femoral arterial route is unavailable.